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and the Europeans had more intercourse with the higher classes
of the indigenous population than in later times. It is significant
that in the eighteenth century Negroes and other coloured indi-
viduals of culture and special ability played a brilliant role at
various European Courts, were treated as equals and married
ladies of rank.1 In questions of colour aristocratic society was
often much less prejudiced than later on the bourgeois and the
workers. Aristocratic privileges were not threatened by the
recognition of a few individuals, and many aristocrats of the
Age of Enlightenment were less imbued with the spirit of petty
egoism and self-complacency than our age.
The rise of racial prejudice was largely due to slavery. The
increasing use of Negroes as slaves in the plantations accustomed
the whites to regard the black man as merely a beast of burden.
The English were the chief slave-traders of the world, and, there-
fore, also showed this mentality. Later on, the Christian and
humanitarian spirit asserted itself in England more than any-
where else and won the most glorious victory in the history of
moral progress by emancipating the slaves, urging the suppres-
sion of slavery all over the world and promoting the cultural
advance of the coloured races in many ways. This trend, how-
ever, was soon counteracted by several new tendencies. The
invention of steam-boats and the construction of the Suez Canal
facilitated the journey to India, increased the number of white
women there, and made possible the formation of a white society
which became more and more exclusive against the Indians. In
North America and the Dominions the rising power of white
Labour and the lower middle class led to rigorous measures against
the immigration of coloured workers who were regarded as dan-
gerous competitors. In an attempt at self-justification the egoistic
motives of this policy were often disguised by its advocates as the
necessary defence of white civilization against black and yellow
Barbarism and immorality.2
There is no doubt, therefore, that racial prejudice is pre-
1 Under Tsar Peter I a Negro Hannibal rose to the position of an artillery general.
The great poet Pushkin was his grandson. At the Court of Louis XVI the mulatto
Chevalier de St. Georges was greatly in favour through his many talents, and was also
a personal friend of the Prince of Wales, afterwards George IV. In Vienna the
cultured Negro Angelo Soliman was much appreciated in high society. Shakespeare
describes Othello as a black African, but he is treated with greatest respect by the
Venetian aristocracy.,
* Certain circumstances which cannot be discussed here may, of course, justify
restriction of immigration. It may even be advisable to limit the entry of certain
nationalities according to a quota system. Yet a complete ban on immigration of
large racial groups cannot be justified on reasonable grounds and obviously springs
from racial aversion.